A SHORT HISTORY OF THE BRITISH ARMY
small force to surprise the Boers at Stormberg met with like
ill-fortune ; luckily, neither here nor at Colesberg, where
French by skilful manoeuvring had contrived, and for two
months was to continue, to contain a superior hostile force,
did the enemy attempt to exploit his advantages.
The tale 'of British reverses was completed in Natal by
Buller's repulse at Colenso. Having collected 20,000 men to
force the line of Tugela and break through to White, the
British commander, after his advanced troops had been checked
with loss, drew off his force before half of it had been engaged.
This repulse, the last of " Black Week," had at least the
beneficial effect of arousing Britain and the Empire to a full
realisation of the situation. The Government determined to
prosecute the war at any cost to a victorious conclusion, and the
flood of recruits, both at home and overseas, ratified their
decision by the voice of the people. Three more divisions,
a cavalry brigade, many militia and volunteer corps, and
Colonial contingents were prepared for despatch overseas ;
Roberts, with Kitchener as his Chief of Staff, was appointed
Commander-in-Chief in the place of Buller, who was thus left
free to devote his undivided attention to the Natal campaign ;
and while the British Empire thus resolutely donned its armour
the Boers let their precious weeks of respite pass in inaction.
IL the restoration of the position in natal and the
occupation of bloemfontein, january-march 1900
The new Commander-in-Chief, who with his Chief of Staff
arrived in the theatre of war early in January 1900, now
recast the original plan of campaign. While still maintaining
as guiding principle an advance by way of Bloemfontein on
Pretoria, he determined to execute it from the west instead of
the south, and as a preliminary to relieve Kimberley, defeating
or destroying the Boer army which, under Cronje, had held
tip Methuen on the Modder, It was two months, however,
before all was ready for the opening of the new offensive, for
which 30,000 men had been assembled, quite unknown to
Cronje, between De Aar and Orange River stations; and during
this period of preparation the condition of the garrison of
Kimberley was believed—erroneously, as it turned out—to
have become serious, and that of Ladysmith had .become so in
reality. In the first week of the new year, indeed, the besiegers
had delivered a dangerous assault on White's southern defences
which, if executed with more skill and vigour, would probably
have decided his fate, and had it been repeated at any time
within the next two months, must certainly have done so;

